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and into half-savage practices of magic, black and
white. But no one can doubt the sincerity of such
Theosophists as those to whom I have just referred.
I regret that an unfortunate title, now no longer
emphasised by Theosophists themselves, should
have led very widely to a confusion between a great
and sane system of philosophical ethics, and specu-
lations of very doubtful validity (really in many
instances, the rebound of half-trained intellects
from a crass materialism) and mixed up with his-
torical heresies of a most startling character.

It is very instructive to notice the fact that the
name of Buddhism has been rejected by the leading
expounders of Theosophy. This fact is really an
unconscious tribute to the success of the efforts that
have been made in the last few years to render the
authorities of the real, original Buddhism accessible
to the Western world. And I venture to think that
the publication and translation of the Buddhist texts
may possibly have no little influence among the
more cultured of those Eastern peoples, who still
call themselves Buddhists although they have wan-
dered, in many respects, so far from the ancient
faith. When Japanese students, for instance, come
to our Western colleges and learn there to read
their Pali and Sanskrit books under the guidance of
professors trained in historical criticism, it is almost